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TEE EELLS Of SAINT SAVIOUR'S CUURCH,
WESTGATE.ON.SEA, TUANET, I{XNT

by The R€v Dryid L Clwlet, AXC' FSA S@t

IN HIs earlie\t colleclio. of poems, Mount
Zion. ptrblished in 1932. the Poet-Laureate of
loday. Sir John Betjehan, lover of belh 3nd
Hororary M€mb€r oI tbe Cdtrd Council, *rit€sl

"H.d, I hear rh. b.ll. ol wdreab,
InralYouwh'trh€y! ioh,

"H.pev b.lb of .iqhr€.n-niturv,
BuErinc l|fr wr lt.6roe rosr ' .

Thc ninares and jeepld of Thanet are nany
and v!rio!s: and from practicau, all of then .
bcll or belk sou.ded. Fre. jn westgate, a modeln
snburb: tbe iso bellrofltellingon House School.
now denolished, onelorcdlinsrocfi lpel lto good
th.t il is still ri.sins ai Beneden Schml) and a
ting ransi the high pit.hed li.kler of ihe 

'edbrick Congregational Church: and not lar asay.
thc frecstone torer oi s Saviouls. Bui no bells
''b!rst fr.n i1. cxcept onei and non€ did uniil
onc happy day in luly 1975.
Until theeighteen.sir.1i6lherewas little along the
North (enr coasl bd*een the ports oI Margale
and wnirstable ap.n fron lhe srofi.8 rcsoit ot
Hdne Ba', and thc smau viulg€s of Reculver dd
Birchinslon. Tne railwal buill by the London,
Cfiaihan and Dovci Rail{ay Conpany reachcd
thc wcsrern subu.bsofMarg.tc in t863iien years
larer "ribbon" dcvclopmenl alons the coastal
road I€d to lhe buildins .f S Jam€s Church,
wcstgare Carlinge in 1873. The lofty spire of this
chdrch. which is reputed to conlain a six-bell
ilane (only one bell). ( a lomiliar landmark to
lravellerslo Th.net. Thc ex.llsive village Guch it
is still called. despite its exteno df Wcngate on
Sea soon lbllo*sd. and . Mission Church ras
built. Accordingro1hc appeal to build the presenl
.hurch, 'Hundreds lrad to be turned a{ay" fion
this small building. fhe appeal uas lbr !10,000,
dnd the designs showed alypical victorianbuild
ine of Rasno.e. consnting oI nave sitn anles,
iafge chan.el, easlcrn v6iries. and a lofty towcr
and spire ar the nonh-se As er€ctcd. the
church is ver) dighllr snall€ri blt the towe! is
det..hed, con.ccted *ith the church by a north
porch. The top stag€ and spnc *ere rser brih,
an<l il n iinished silh a pyllnid cap. Notable
po$csions of the church include u Iialian
reredos or line vortnanship. in menory of 1bo
Rdd A A Lync, firsi vi.!r, and a nagniicent
Easl windo* by Kenpe, erccted in l8a7-
The firsi bell wd one of 25' dimerd, *eignt
3c{t 1qr 141b. supplied by Messrs Cillelt and
Bland ofcroydon. rn 1911, as 3 neoorial lo the
RevdTWMylrc. MrLyner successor as Vice, a
ncw and larSe. bell was suPplied by Messf Joht
Taylor & Co. Ttis naenincenr bell, 46'dianeter,
seiEht 17cwi 2qr 6lb, sas hung for full-circle
rirging in a c.nposite *ood and cast-io. liame.
The bell sems to bave b€en installed wiihout
rhorghi fo. provisiot of tudher belh, being roo
large ibr a tenor in six. and inconveniently

ln l9?2. rhe Revere.d Sloley M Evans, then
Chaiman of th€ Ken{ Coutu Associltion of
Changc Rinsels, was rrstittrlcd !s vica.. No
silan8er to b€ll r€storation, having reslor.d and
adgnented th€ dereUct live in hn prdious par'sh,
Brcdgar, F Evans sas able ro se thar in a com'
prhosiv€ proeramne ot improven€nt ,.d
rcstorstiotr al s s.vionr's. bells were itclnded.
som€ yeas previously. tbe ned lbr b€ll fumiture
had b€m reostrised when m electrcnjc set of
''b€lls *$ inst.ll€d, operated lion a keyboard
by tb€ oreu conrcle, and consislina of met.l bars

wilhin thc console *hicn can be need €iiher
solely at the keyboard or brcadcast tion the

The storyohhe bellsofthe redundanl Holy cross
church. Wcn Gate, cante.bury, q.s fullt lold in
thc Rw ofJury 19t2. The belh *ere in srore ai
the wnite.hapel FoundrJ, and, alier an extensi.n
olde Faculry to tie Kdt Courry Aseialion to
"hold rhen in r.ust lhcreunlil a bone corld be
lb6d. a renarkabledonarion (shich cane in a.
anonlmous envelope which Fr Eva.s thousht was
a Frneral Noticc) eave a clear sign thar the bells
Ldn Wcst Care, Canterbury snouh 80 to
Westgate. Thanet. On 5 Decenber lsl3, Mr Alat
Ber.!. Cencral Sederary of rhe KCA ud
Dioccsan Adriser on Bclls, was able lo recom
nend ihlt th€ bells co to s s2viof s.

Monrhs of furd taising and work Iollo'ed, nor
only ibr rhe inst.llarion ofrhe bells, but ako tor
provision of a sound.pr.onnS ceilin8, €ledricity
10 lhc rowe.. repair of lhe stonework rnd tr.ns
porr. A gre.L deal ofihe work ofinslallincthe new
bells was undenaken at nominal charge, by .n
issociation menbe!, Siuan Taylof (and his*iie),
lnd they aho rnoved the old one, At white.
chapel, the live bells fton CanlerbtrrJ sde tun€d,
tumed. and refiited (inclnding canor{etaini.s
head$ocks on the iour larger); iion the melal ol
rhe bell of 1913 a new neble was cast, and the
b€lls wcre supplied sith a nlssive Ircko *@d
cigbr bell frane. Timber lianes hav€ bccn used
in nany Keniish tosers owing to iheit pfoxinity
10 the sea. Tte tolal bill, including ancilldy
uorks, was 14,100. ot which about !100 is still to
bc rais€d. Fr Evans will Bladly r4eive donalions
ar ihe vic.ragc, Thud Road, Westgarc-on-Sea.
The bells $cre dedicared dn 19 tuly 1975. by the
Vcnelabb aernard Pawley. Archdeacon ot
Ca.terbury. Oth€r robed clergy included tne
Rerds S M Evans (vicar), D L Cadey (fornerly
Disesan Adviseron b.llsl, and H M Albin (Vicd
of S Dunst.n-witfi Hol) Crcss, Canterb!ry). The
seflice consisted of Eve.song. The kssons were
read by Messrs A P S Berry and E A Barnelt
(Presidenr ofthe Central Council). The chdir tras
ausnentd by leal musi.i.ns and by ihe bor5 ol
the Choir of Sprowston Parish chfch. N.rtblk,
$he.e Fr Cawlcr ras fo.med! Assntant Curale,
and *ho wcre spending a seek bdsed on \ry€s1'

C.tc. siflsing in local chfch€s. After thc seco.d
l€sson,rhe clcrgy and church oificials. prcceeded
by thc choir, *ent to the loser, the Archdeacot
and clergy .scendins in colEs I M! w A Hushes oi
the \{hitechapel Foundry handed a rdpe 10 the
chuch{ardens, who in iurn pased ir io the Arch
dea.on. inviting him b dedicat ihe bells,
F.llowine ihe dedi.alion the .op€s {ere handed
to the vi..r, and prayers tr€re led by tfie other
clergy. :fhe bell! *erc then lung up in peal by a
b3.d i.tihately con.ected with rhem otvith each
other: Messrs W H Dobbie (who taught the vicd
ro rindi I St@kbridee (who tNk prt in the last
rinsins at Holy C!o$ 50 years b€fore): B I Luck
(Chairmar, KcA)i A P S Bery (Gen Sec, KCA)|
and rh€ Revds D LCarleJ (formcr Dieeso Bell
Adviser, sno direded lne renoval f.on Holy
Cross) and S M Evans Oic.r of \ilcsrelte) *ho
cllled thc openi.g toucn (ihree leads of Bob
Minor). The procession r€tumcd during the
singing of the Easrd hynn ftom which th€ in'
sciplion o. the treble is tak€n 'Ihe Archdeacon
preached md th€ augmmt€d cnoi. (who had
n€ve! rchearsed togetie! betbr€) r€ndered the
Itallehjah chorus i. frn€ style. After th€ blessing,
an invited band conducl€d by the President of the
Ccnaal Council rog a totrch of Kenl.
A splendid r€past was l.id on in rhe clurch
School foUowing tb€ senie, .nd emad rinsin8
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followed. Thc bclh were rnns br seaice the next
morninS, at *hich Fr ca*leJ preachcd, od on
Wednesday 2:l lrly. ihe 91si anniversa.y ot rbc
Cnurch s consd.rattun. the ringcs of,^ll Sainr's,
Birchineto. (sho in asponsored tralk raised ovei
!70fo!rhe bells), !ansrtthe vicals invilarion rhe
i.st Quaner Peal onthe bclh intnen neN home.
being 1,260 GrlMsire Doubles: Betty Russell 1!
Peter Russel l  2 i  Matthes I ' lubbard 3;  Ian
who.low4iDavid Russell 5i Michael Little 6. ttt
us hopc that for the centenary in 1984 (of all
daiesl)re nay hear Gr.ndsire TripleFihe sp2ce
n there, so is the chsllense.
Hcrc lrc deiails of the bells:

I6bl.: ln.md "Our S.viour," 2614 , not. F, 4cfr

(ln* Drion ne): ALLEIUIa To THE
SAVIOUR/WHO HAS GAIIiIEO TH€

(wairo: I wAs CAST FiOM/THC 1913
MEMORNT BELL,/IN MEMORY OFlT. w'
MYLNE VICAR 19OO/13,/TO TREBI E THE
PEAL OF FIVE FROM/HOLY CROSS,
WESI GATC, CANTERBURY/

(Orh.r sid.): STANLEY MUI|RO EvANs.

R. J. MILLARD CHURCHWARDCNS
19IW)75/WHITECHAP€L

s*ond: ("John E flar, 2a*", 4.3.1): roHlil FTSHER
CH WAfiDTN J739

Thnd: ("Mary" o.tr.r,29", a'26): ioleDh hlrch

Founh ("Josphn,'C,31ta",5 I 27), ioleh hatch
maderu1515lHBC

Filrh ("Sr€FhGn'l + STEPHANVS, NoRIO E
: Dl :  KCNT: ME: fECIT {Bt l . t ,36% ,

T€nor: {"Per.r, A.fi{, 33vr", 9316): IOSEPH
IIATCH MADE ME 130€ R D

The hcble bythe WhitdhaPcl Foundrv 1975. ihe
second Iion Thomas Gster rt thc same toundrv
1739, sccond. rhird and tenor by Joseph Hatch of
Ulconrb€. .c M3idstone. iilih by Stephen
Norton of Mridstone and tindon. c1360_80, the
cross. letErite ard threc'dol stops re rerv deli'
catcly *orked and ntrnoun|ed by a ddM.

ItSii John hadbecn in westelle43 y€3rs after he
wrote nisDocm. he*ould ha* leen $€ tre* heble
arirc .1 thc linc of the sords Lih np volr
Lleanl in the Eucharist: il should have bem
sheeled in a he dffcrtory, btrt the truck {as h€ld
up. But *hal betrer inspirltion rbr all of!s as a
.ew rinE is bon? LAUS DEO: som€ propb4ies
i idmd;ne*nc. DLC
?lasc se photo on back cover
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CHAI{GE AWCII'IG

WILFRID G. WILSON

.dhion in h.d cov.r' *ilh
du.t jack.r'

An idsal prc!€nt

obrainablo lon rh. Autho. .r
6uisllp. Mlddt

Pridc 15.26 lPGt ri.e)

o. aY HANO iiom rh. R.w. ofiic., f,!.

Ottic.E ol nF C.dr.l Cdftil o, Chdch B.n RinFB

P63i&nr: Edwin A Bam.n

VicG P@iddtThe FryJohn G M scon

fion Sdr/ory: cyil A wr.t.n
19Raven{aid R@d, Cha ron Kinos,

Lfi.d.n: w T Cool

I
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cooD TURNOUT
Thc We(en D\ is lon annu! l  s l r ik i .s

cortcsl  \ r !  hcld rr  w. Tar lng on Satuf

Wc were ble$cd wilh elorious *earhe..
and a a. .d lurnour . l  ln -merhod leaml
and sir  "ca I  chr rgc '  tcams Ihe rudsc was
Pcrcr l lur .o.rbs.  x$is lcd h!  JusLin Ne nrr
l l l t r rs lp iorFornl)  xnd rhc \er i .c w!s con-
du.sl  b)  Rc\ lohr KimbcJlr  (curar.)

Tel  { rs l rL ln b} 70 plus r l lcr  which rhr
r . iu lG \ . .e unourccd

w. r i r  ao a r14 r i lhsi l
2 rh3kdr:m 130r 3,  v i  r i (  no B 143r:  4,

a 1531r 6 Chched"r A
e 1r4):3,  wanLoume A

B 1791, 6,  P.da'n c 135,

D.Lr,S,C.R,
SI MMER lOUR

Arrc,  a r*o )ca6 brcak. rhc Duihan
t ln i re6rt !  So. iety rctunied l ( )  rhe La*e
D,\rr icr  O. Junc l t .  .u.  I i rs s lop uas
Bamard Casr lc.  fo l lowcd b) Sedbersh vhrr !
se jo ined lhc pracl icc. f  th.  IDcar band
c.trrposed ol bdys lroni SedbcrAh Schoot.

Wc rp.nr rhc r iehl  ar  (endal  youth
t lostc l  !nd ncxl  nornnrg rang ar kendal
( l l ) )  and larer ar lhc Pr i , , ry Church ar
lnr lmel.  O. Sunday wc rans l . r  hornins
scr\ ice on rh.  p lcal lnr  c ishr . l  HawtshcJd.
sone ihen {cdl  le l l  wal l i lg abovc Coni\
lon whi le . the^ sal led v ia lhc Tarn\  a.d
manrEed Io errh" lhc rhrce ar CrasDerE
ri is l rg for  crcnso.g.

Mordn) was hecl ic lor  h lhc d.rnirs
*e ! is i (ed Ambl{ ide (eigh0. Bmihay (s i r )
and Ladsdab (s ix) .  and anu unch had x
h" i r  ra is ins iLrurrey over thc wrynose and
Haft lknott  F\ses qirh spcclacular ! icq! .
Alrer j i l  Bees {c lsht) .  lhe bcl ls or Cl la l . r
Moor wcrc rur 1,, sood use bcf(re morin.e
lo Longrhwai(e Y.]l in piciurcsquc Botrow

Al Kcsei.l $c had good ringirrs. fol.
l . *ed by nr.  nne bel ls ol  Cocteroduth
xnd late.  !  quick r ins ar Br idckirk.  a id rhci
x . isrrh rou cj  !0 Car l is lc

Moit  o l  ]uesday was nce ns $e werc
lnahle to r ins ! r  e i ther ol  thc towc6
in Cxnis le Our lasl  tow€r ra!  arampih
(! , t ) .  sne.e wc raig r  quarrer pea lo
celcbralc Linda B, i leyt  ? lst  b i r rhday. l t
wrs her iiat quarler a.d shc rara rcr!_

Wc retu.rcd somerhat exhauslcd lo
l )Drham via I ladr ian's wl l l  aod Hexhah

Alroscrhcf a m.st succ*sful and cnjoy,
ablc seek and our (hanks to Janet '  tur  a l l

luty 30, Augusl6, 1976
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Ple-,. cut this oLrt and post to The Binging Wortd, Guitdford, Surey

SUBSCRIPTION FOBM
(For Renewal or New Subscr ipt ion)

: p as my ::#Mr subscriprion for ooe uopy
World" for  3 months/6 months/12 months.

.derete as neesryc.
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33 reY l rnsr quar i .n r ,

5,  c.  a rdies lcoid

From D!n.dir, NZ.. !.t hor. ahlt rh.
h.al-travc in Brjt in ji rut afie.Lns !nxr
hcal th.  w. could do qnh som. ui  iJUr
h.c l -env. h.r . ,  Ee dur ine rh.  tast  monrh
Ouncdin h.s . rpef l .n.cd rhree ru$.ta s
(usually Du^.din is snow-fr.€).

Please make cheques, etc., payabte ro
Sub*ription qales: 3 monrhsf3-00;6 monthsf550; t2

"The Ringing Wond"

fronrhs f1O25, includins poslage
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