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R-ingingWoTId'
Frame movement quite frightening
How to get involved

A c.suil .cmrrk liom a ringing colleigrc.
suggc(lng that the tough goi.g 18 cvl. ring of
cighl dt S$rnsconbe (.bout 4 nrilcs crst 01 Lhe
Ddlard Crossing) mighthccasily $rle1l oulby
Lighre.i g u!1hc lidnre led me in bt lhe nosc lo
a n.jor re(ontion pntecrl

CcrtaiDly, the odd tiane anangcmcnl
caryrn! this 1904 \\hiEchapcl ring. being n
replxcenrenl lbr rhc origlnll sir Nhich *ere lo(
due lo.lighnrins iire in 1902. deeded e\tcnsirc
liehtcniig np bur, N lbe ProblenF ufoldcd.lhe
(nutn)n\ rcquired much morc tban the siciding

Frame and lbundation nightmares
Thc 190.1 linne coNisrs cscntialll ol cAL

non irDe \eclions. bollcd to dn oxk gillage.
Lhe vhole as.mbly b.ing caried or looirollcd
sleel toisis (RsJs). \panning rhe toscr trom
nodh n) n)uth. Ttre i.itial lnsl]cctnrn hnd
.elealed thrL rhe RSls {crc loo\e in the lower
wrlls. ll)eollgrillaec wds in:dequllely secuEd
ro$eRS.lsandtbcc8r i.on tidre sections wcrt
ill moving ,ftnnrd on lop of ilrc olk gfillrLle
when the bell\ werc Nne. Nol {trpn$ngl}. lbe
ovcr.ll lirlr./Lundatnrn movedreot \!as
lrighienine and there wns d,ple eridcncc of
damrgc nr the loser walls as a fcsuh of the
nmlenre.t. so seveE had rhc molenenr been.
and { in equalc thc firing\, Lhe the enlire oak
lrane ind erillage h shilied .cros lhc RSJS.
ivi r drc conscqucncc ll.t the ropc dtops .o
lonecr aligncd *irh lhe lioor rnouflcd pulley\l
Rote $ore our very llickly ds arc\ulL.

E\posing one c.d of rhc nmst accessible RSJ,
rbour l0 i'rchc! into rhe no h torer $all,
reveal.d rhal no .lerls hid been Fttcd Clcdls
(lypically rngle iror seclior\ boltql lo lhe
embedfcd e.ds of ].lndattun bcmr, re lital
.nd pernil x nru.h inpn)led ixing: btrc cnds of
RSJS arc lik.ly Lo nore becausc th. grcut has
only a lnooLh sreel surfacc b vhich it cxn

Al1 eight bcanr enrl\ hLd. lheieiore, llr bc
exposed. drlllcd lnd liued {i1h hca!} duty
clcals bcfoc!roulnrg up $ilh flinl rnd concrcre
mix. Chrlh had been exrcnsilcly used (this dei
ol nonh Kerr is norcd for n\ chxlh pils and chalk
escdpmenls) in 190.1 lar ll)e groulnrg cxcrcrs..
bu is 1rr d) soli lor thc Purl)ose; lhe
combinalbn oi chalk and thc onrisstun of all
clea( niide .\cc\sLvc lHme dioremcnt

A rhomugh lilhtening up of all f.ame bolLs
and tcnsnrningrods. plus thc installatn)n ol l6 r
20mm bolls 10 securc rhc olk lrilhge to l|e
Rsls sas duly conrdctcd.

'l hc liDal liame problen to be lddrcsscd va\
lhc sclcre RSJ deflecllon cau\e! bl lhe
omissn)n otRSJS in rhc c$t/vest {lircclior.nd
an absence of any cross brucing. A floor lad
been consmctcd in 19{i1. i diediilcly bcncath

SSPrltr& Pnal, Svdnsronbr. K(nt.

the noiLl,/soulh RSJ\ prerenlnrg lhe nsdlatlon
ol eas/vcst RsJs ar ! hler dare Healy duty
cerss bracing sns lhe orly ptaclicll nnutn)n.
gilcn rhe constrai s, lnd*a\ in\lalled belween
rhe rlo cedtral RsJ\ l{r reduce Lhe e. sesr

Bells and fittings
Given rhe scfious lrume/lnundalnn)

movc edr. uosuidcd tupes. 90lear old plain
bedings, work our pullets ard clappe6 iD rccd
of complclc ielnrbinnnerl onc had ro mdlel
that 1(Ner crphir GcofSater had manxged lo
k*p a lo.rl band going over nrnr ye!^. Geotr
Logeder rilh drc Recror (lim Mercer, local
blDd nrcnrbea rnd olh.r l)lrishbnc^ prc!ided
thc nccessry labour lir the tRiecr. Whncs ol
Appleron sere cnlrrstcd $rLh lhe \uPPll oi neiv
pulleys. refufbished wrouehl ron clappcrs and
new doubic tu$. sell aligDire bcar ngs lirf the

The bells are a plcavnrt. melodnnrs oclde
predaling the modcrn tuning era .nd reere cisl
Nith Donca\ler lyl)e c.oons: rchlreing of lhe
Ith a.d renor h.s pemrltted qrarlcr tuming ol
thesebells durine rhc resbrnlron worh

No chance, Smithy....
Work strned io th. n^vcr on 2.1.10.9,1

(di\crssions ha\.ing duly tften pl..e $ith rhe
chur.h archiL.t and Peter Rotndey of ihe KCA
bell e(.ratio. $rb.ommific. earlicr in thc
year)ind(nnrlhechit chaldufingcofticbreali\
gol rcund ro whelhcr Nc sould complele lhe
rxslt in rnne forChristms ringn\s As lhe hiddcn
proble!tr unlirl.led. lhe scoPc of thc $oft
iNreasing ar a rcsull. onc scn\cd !\ lhc rnne
passcd by lhnl one's wofkmates scrc thinking

th.r Snirl,y hdd more chnnce ol sinniig thc
N_arionrl I-otiery than of ringing S$anscombe's
bcll\ tur mrdnight seNicc on Chnstnn\ Evel
Howeler, badine of undaunted and ptrIiine nr
lone hour ofwofk,  se m eirbyawhi\kcr
Tln lfd hiscongreg{ion weredellghlcd toher
rhcirbells agdn. ringi.g ou1hcLElhc \er!rce.

Celebrations
'lldying un in thc 1(Ner conli.oed th.oughoul

Januafy and nn enthusianic group of ringers
plus Fn \hioners nEI ir rlrc clnrh on 10. I 95 to
celebture lim's ir( rcn ycai s ol Mini\fJ in lhc
Pdish, and ro mark the complelior ofPh!\c 1 of
thc bcll rciorarnn I)Rie.I.

ccneral ringing Nis foil.wcd by an enjo!able
quaner peilofCrandsire Triples, Lhorght lo bc
Ihe iirst quaftcf peal on lhe bells for dbout l0
yclh Fi.all, {c doved across b the church
hdl tur pEsenuliors, shc _a u.d a bullll. fhe
quder perl ri.g.fs $cr. loudll xPplau.lerl !s
lbey ent.rcd rhc hxll dnd espondcd by
Drcsctrrine Tinr $rLh r lritred rccord of lbe
itu-t". p",t l,'r rcconp shcd (\ts. we coul.l
have losl rhequa.tcr p.dl. but il s good lo upthc

The linal phasc
Rchd.ling ol rlrc lionl sir bells, rill

hopefully- bc completed during 1995, hclFd br'
g.ncrlus grants lion Thc Kcnt Counl!
A\{ciatn)n ol Change Rirecrs $d olhers. ln
rhe meanLnne lhe bells arc.ov a Ehln ely ea\y
going, pleasant solnding octa\e shich shonld
isisr rhc trsli if lexching oew recruits Frame
nrolcnrent is no longer dctcctable in Lhe N S
dnecttun dnd is wilhin lcceftablc lrnns o thc

lnntinuct or(nuJ)
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Handbell ringing in the Chester DG

ln 19,10 I had lerned to handlc a bell.
.chieled m) n)pesighL dd lt {!\ "all s}stcrls

.!ol shcn Winslon ChuNlrill stopped all loser
bcll ri.sin! ercept as a wdrning ol !lu.k bt
FrarrooPs or colstal irrvAion. Ar oxfbfd,
undluoted. rvc tumed Lo llE inttcacics ol
changc ringing on hrndbclls. lnd lo ne lhe
challcnges oi cou6lng lrans rnd place notahoD
vcre ju( as inrfignin!. unloaunat.ll. lttcr
join gUe Anny,l did lery lirle foflhc nc\t.10
yeus or so I drd nng l/8Io Bob Nldj't 

'n 
19.11

(in\. nrsr pcal) and re.nt al Coo\te! in 1966,
butnrcrc iisrnlednll 198.1

M] old liiend Hc.tdBenneLL.lo whool l otrc
nl iditi.riof to thc myslenes of canrtanology.
|rd a sd of l:l handbells w|ich I rcnrenrberlrn
bu!ing second h.rdforthc p.incelt {dof!30
in !r)18 During hi\ lfcqrenl visirs b Goostrel
we used 10 havc the occrsion.l thrr\llrbouf-
o. th. lieht eighl $li.h he catri.d rboul n an
o d nttlche cxse. $rap!.d ln .nQel lelll Or.
cv..ing. alier .ttcnding a ringing nreelng (rn
theCreretsranch !s n wN lhenclllcd) wc rvcre
D Lhe Crosn !tGoosLret. iinbibirig hl\ lavounle
riNc of barley wine and !.ld l$el (r{o ol
tho\cNdhi\sralrnrcr.onrplcrelr disrppetrcdl)
shen he ask d nrc $hd I $ould do qilh r\cl ol
ha.dbells if I had ant. Lo whi.h I Eplied Lhat I
wolldm]ke\ure lhrtlhc! qcrc run!regr arly.

I thoughr no norc of it rntrl Lhe sad di! rn
198: ol Heclors linroal in Shrevsbury uhcn
his broderNorman inlornted nrc thlthc h lcll
lis hatrdbclls lo nt lnrnrcdiatcly my nrd
turncd blcli Lo rhal alcoholic c\emng 1n llrc
Cr^vnl Tlrus I lnhcritcd r line sct oi L:
handbells sizc l5 inC $rthdshirp sccond. rnd I
inmediatcly \ct aboul horourire the stalent.l I
hid mldc io He.ror Evcn dly. I hld lh.D
rcrmcd xnd rleirhcrld (iar rbodl t.n t m..
rheir odgini .ostl) a.d no\ rhc bclls rcst in

Sho(lJ lher Lating !)o*cssn). ol the bells.l
rang mr- lrr( h.rdbcll pc{l01 Nlinor wilh Bddn
IIaris dl Kcn I-c$is (l{) }honithcsc handbells
wee aleidl ldnrilrar) lhis $ds nrt 50th Pe
tor r|c Chc\ler cuil.l.od $ds l{) havebeentsob
Mlld $,Lh Bill Dorsc rvho hdd ro join th.
policc renrlirceoicnts during lhe \!crlngb.
nc$ap4er riors i-rtcr, $rLh Lhe hclp of Dtr\
Friend,lraDgT/8 t{) KenL!. or m! tir\tur lhe

Bur thc imponanr ioL, sas to sL! ! resuldr
hdnd. R)rrLmlely. Coo{rey h.s bcct blc\l lnr
nuny l_ears rilh dnumber of good kccn.ingers
rnd so I $a\ ablc lo fon a uscful nucletrs *irh
Mikc llodgc, Dirid Young rdd myscll
occdrnnrallr johcd by Dnv \ wifc, Cilln$.

5IvANSCOMBF-r',,'n!r,l
A tullpe.l hds been requeslcd hy the Rc.lor,

following co.rplclioo oflhis nnal phr\e and no
doubt there wrll be iDolhcr ioylirlcelebrallon rt
thar time. Despltc thc fn)blems 1t has heen a
truly re$crding c\peneice ro Lrc in\olvcd si
riris prc clt dnd rour co.rcsponrlenL h.s letrnt-
rc hard $n]. r! bc rr! $ar! of lelloi{ ringcA

slm shn oll r conv.rsd n .Long lhc line\ 'l
thnrh i r  onLy nccds abn oldeht.ning uf l '

D PAII I ,SNII IH

Swanscomb€, Ke.t. 30 Jan, 1260 Grandsne
Tripes l l rom Foh's Ofginal) :  Dckon Love l ,
Deborah a agden 2, David Dearnley 3, slephen
Coaker 4, Rhian Bassrraw 5, Paul Smiih 1C) 6,
John Kee er 7,  Ihonas Bar ow 3 To ceebrate
Revd Im Merce/s ten years ol Min slry if thls
Parish and to markthe complerion of Phase 1 ol
the bell restoration prolect.

South Branch

1h. (:h.\k' DG So(th trat& hdntlhtU pedl btnrl: 1 2 wilidn F Cibbrh\, 31 ,)hn R s.nt
5 6 Mi.llt.lC. E. Hrdg..7-itDut N.lour+.9 lt)ltt,nkR Monon

Our nlio cfforts rvere devolcd 1{] ringi.g \ho(
rotrchcs dd lrllin courscs. xnd I hlve .
forlhlc( 1) .ec! nre .1 a course of DNCBM
$nh n prel(l rocky lasr leall

Ap. frcnr ! pcal ol l'hin Bob Nlaid on l0th
April lgE.1, i. shicb D!!id Youn! xnd Enc
Holinc rlnr their irst Fals in hrnrl (Ken Leris
c.ndu.red n rrd li.tt us nglt il (ook u\ l,
houNl) serio!\ |crl rnreitig did nol \td trnlil
hme 1985. whcn. *iU lhc nruch appreculel rid
of K.n l-c\ri\ rs our conductor. guide ard
rcrchel perls ol PLain rnf lreble tsob Nlai'r
$c.c scored br Nlilic Hodge. I)a! d Young and
n]\ell ifd on lllh.lurc lS36 Kcn \teeEd u\
$rorgh our lirsLpt.l ofO\tard Majo.

During Lhis pc'iod. Cilhxn hrd Io gv. u|
ringing. bdr rcvcfthele$ se iniflgdl! nunrber
ol peals of Nfinor \\rc rilt thJl n *as .r
exceprionrll! lon! qd! b &dg Ken hom
A ri nchnm ro Goostrcy Lr Uljor. \o $e bcgan t)
lmh nererhomc lbr reinidc.rcnl\ $t did nol
hr\e ro look lil b(.us. in thc 70s there hll
been an aotro ininor hrtrdbcll brnd under lbe
leaderhlf ol FnnLll.ron*.{hoExdil}.erecd
ro ioin u\. nn.lon 81h Oclober 1987. he condud.d
hi \ i i r \ rh.ndbc Ip.r l  o lNl  otwrth us.

Ftum th.n on. perl ifi.mpts halc b*n mde
rilre of lcss e\err_ $..k and \Dn Peals ofl'ldr
Bob Ntri)r weLe bcing rung regul.rlr. Wth th.
lid ol Ken L.$ \ Phin tsob Rolal $a\ run! on
2NrhAprl l  l9 l8.  rnd or l5 lhJunc 1989$etung
lhe lir( |tdl ol Kedl tlfaio in hmd Inr Lhe Sounl
Bran.h. iollosed otr.1th Jmur!_ l99l b! thc nNi
olPlain Bob Rovr ls i th de aidol lohn S.ot tbul
il \as ror uDtil2In.lune 1991 that Orlbrd Miuor
w!\ scorcdlbr theBr.n h Th.rc \ xs the. . lone
gap bdnrc Kcnl Rotdl $1\ x.hieved id hand rbr
thc Brnnch oD 12nd Februcry 199.1, hut rlier
anorher succcss. t\rc pe.ls n rhi\ nrcthod qere
losr. Soflf OrlaftlRolalha\ eluded u\ rtulsiil
dr. ald of Ceo[ Ed$unls. Nh:inu\ has rc\cdicd

oler rhc ycars. Lhe lirl RoJ'nl band has nol
$rys bccn able lo mcct, nnd A r resull. sonrc

notrblc rchielenients hx\c reslhed or o$cr
numbc^. live minof Delhods rod Doublc Bob
M4or being c\Nrples. Rinelng spccd hr\ alk)
impro{ed.5088 Kenl Malorbcing rtrg re.erlly

My .ecords of hrndbell peih whicl qc hrve
run! L*o of more nielrb.h of st Lule's.
CoosLrey band laking pafi go h&k to 1966 add
to d. te ( l7th J urry lgSS)IhxveEconied 159

whil of thc lururel Gnndsir.. Stcdnun ird
of couAe Surprise arc Nditi.g Lo be lacklcd
I1(^vc\er. ir is do!httul {helher I slrdll crer
rcrcl thesc di77t heighLs snce I !m no\r uell
pin nrI '\cll'bt" dnle 8ut Nc c still keef

BILLG]BRo\S
'S.e Ttu (h.n.t Ditnentl Guikl.l ahunh

B.ll Rnt!.r.\ Th. Fi.ll Hdrlpd }'d^ 1887
/r87 f.10. Coties .re still a\alhble lroni A R
Ntry\ :18 Do*son Road I\de.Slockpo(SKL.l
tJs.

Celebrations at Bromham
Ar i rc.cnt $edding if Kcnrfstor {.

discorcrd thnt \\re{l.esd!y l lth Jnnurr {onld
hc th. 80lh binl ir .f Nl6. Kalh Jefffic\ ol
Bhnnrrni. lh.r. dnd then se dccntd LhaL r
pe.lrnr( bc Nr! b mnrk th. occasn).. To lhose
who knos rnr_thnrg abonl finging m rnd i'.und
Bcdnrdshne il will comc rs no strplisc lo cxnr
rhar r bxml $.s qullkll assetrbled. thct. heurg
mmy $illi.g volunrcers Nho sarlcd to tlre

On thc dny the brnd dult rrranged to calc
sork nr rood rrne to.n\ure ther {erc nol llle
tur th.5l0 nrccl Kalh's husbrnd.lddie x led
{ilh lh. kcy. grle 0s lirm and precsc
irsrfucllons ihicb iicludcd the cotumrd thrt
uc mrsL all adr.um n) thc Bro.dvn!' lar
rc j.eslllerrs alt.r.omtlelrng ltrc I)cdL.

Aiu ringing nn enjofablc pcal ol Cr.rdsrfc
'liiplc( trc dull !ri\'.d !t \\Dg|eld Road nr
u nr K.r l r  r  l l ' lp t  hr  rht l r )  r r , l  pknnrhc t r i rh
Llr t r r l  ,  rh.  .c t  \ .  \  J l  ihL lc lnts
relieshnrents linted nue kc d len( .nd as
usurl.rctonehxd m eniotablee\enn'e.

Ail !n) $on it $d\ lime lo bi.l out fdc\lells
r.d mrl,e for homc buL $e $ou d kc lo rePeal
our good lri\hc\ Lo Kadr. dunk hcr lor.ll hcf
lricndship in rhe Dist and lft)k lonvxd to manl
nnnccelebndons ii thc lnrure.

Rrucnns HnNonoox
'TII.I 
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