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Restoration at Cowden, Kent
cowden.hutch, cmoked nee pb,

Lying ptiett deceilul people.
Thus soes the local doggerel, but pleare

forgetthe reond line, a5 
't 

k no longertrue (if
ever itwasl). Thefi6t line, however isastru€
today as itwas when the rhym€ was made up,
d€spitethe tollowing story..

Yes, yet another tale of renoration and
rededication and yer emething specialand a
little diff erent. cowd€n is a small village of 650
oeoole on the Kent and sussex bordeB. our
Church of St Mary Magdalene is a elightly
unusualcase because it stands in Kent but is
included in the chichener Diocese, as our
sister churches {Hammetuood and Holtye)are
in suscx. The chud. which is Grade llr Iisted.
datet ba.k to 1300 and the tower and spire
are constructed of ma$ive oak timbe6, the
outside of the spke being shingled with oak.
Ringing was nopped in 1972 beGuse it was
thought to be causing damage to the tower
The recommended solution was to re-hang
the belk lower down in the tower. this also
meant that the clock m€<hanism had to be
moved up. Funding was not fonhcoming at
thattime, eo an Ellacombe was installed,

In 1996 Hilary Eavey heard that the Millen-
nium commision, in coniunction with the
Central Council of church Bell RinqeB, were
providing funds to enable un ngable belh to
be re hung. Hilary a Penshurst ringerwho had
moved to the village five years previoldy,
thought'why not see if it i5 posibleto getthe
belk ringing full circle again in cowden?
After much deliberation, and in the
know edge that we would get contiderable
voluntary help from the Kent county
Asrodation (KCACR), our churchwaden,
Dione Corbett, mad€ the big decision to try
again. whikt our b€lls were lnringable, we
had other problemstoo. On inspection bythe
ar<hitect, nructural engineer and las engi-
neer, the tower wat found to be structurally
un$und dueto beetl€ inf€nation. The cott to
repair thir and reshingle the spire was
f287,000, We were fortunate in getting a
tubnantial grant from English Hedtag€, (and
another grant from susrx Histork Churches)
towards thit sum. ln fact the main structureof
the tows had been very badly damaged by
the beetle and according to the archit{t the
spire was beld in place by '<obwebs and the
grace of God. conrquently our church wat
shrouded in {affolding from out5ide to inside
in a way which was dgigned to support th€
spire while the infested woodwork wat
removed and newtimbe6 insert€d.

Despite allthis we did not forgetthe belh.
The €rtimated total cost was !60,000,
Unfortunately, due to the delayt we were too
late to get funding for the restoration from
the Millennium Commitsion, but we had a
generou5 f10,000 donation from the late
Lawrence Fowler, who used to ring at Brasted,
lnthe hopethatwewould be ruc(estful in our
applkation tor LancffillTax Credits, we placed
an order with White.hapel Sell Foundry in
time to have the belh rinsins for the local
millennium celebrations. We have a ring of six
belk, the two oldett of which are lirted. one
ot th$e wat (an in 1410 and the other in
1584, We were not permitted to retune these
belk which in any ca* sund pretty good.
lnstead the other four were tuned to them.lt
is a lisht ring, the t€nor weighing 7-2-15. of
course, with no n9in9 for 2a yeaR, there was
no band of rinoeue...

(c6htinued opposite)

Peter Ron^eu KCACR BellRestoration Convenor an.lPetet t/Jhile t'rod White.hapel

DETAiL5OFTHE BEILS
8e1! weight Djametet Date Faunderand tnsupttoh
Tenor 7215 3'41: 1635 RecastbyJohn Warn€r&sons, London,1911
5th 6111 2ral i  1584 1584unknown tneranttounder

4th 5 0 6 216'1"" 1410 RobertBurford, London
iohan ner Est Nomen Ejui

3.d 3-3-7 2' 4" 1791 Thomas Mears, London, 1791
2nd 12-20 2'3'/! 1654 Recast by lohn warner & sone.

Tr€bfe 3!23 2r1' l i  1911 JohnWarner&Sont London,19l l
ln Memoraam Edwa.d Vll Anno Domini
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CO\lDl':\ , 
'rrin!.r/\  l iLLi . , , . .  r r f  ) !1A xgo. (r . rhcr inc LcNn.

Lli. lr.r i r: ( rn\ rnrr lir'ihc KCACR. ud tsrirn
. . r r , . .  T, ,  , r  ( , ' l !J  n of  la lenbidge, . id wi th
hrLf  : r"  l rn l .  Shr i lock.  lb$er Cd ! in ol
Br, . r .  r  , !  r  'e\en lo.al  lo lutr t .cr \ .  l ivc ol
\h i f  . . : . . \ rJ h.  hrnd come l rud .  r . r l

'.1 litunh. r local r \1, and Suc
L. . : .-.r.Ll ne.lt rc.chcr. Jcn.l. our
i rL! .  -  i  l : :1. . r  ! .Lr  l i . .n honi tu l lLf t l i \ l  cnd
P.t . i  . .  _.  .  :  r ' . .  Thcn. lxsl lem\!hr l  Lu.k x
fr::_. , 

- LJ\) Cooper (no$ oui n){er
C. i . . rrtr'11r. !iLLd!c, and lhenuolher

,. . :,i or rhe llloiecl thcrc arc cighl ol
r .  , :  .  :  3.  . inr . id. t .c Crdincnnd Cl i le

',.rk oi anftl 25 !e.rs iid $crc
: n! lgrnr Caroliic h.Ld lcxmr 10

' ,i - rLl,. Suntl $h.rc \h. {xs lrughl
.  i  -  -  

-  
. r i i , .  sho $us r  rhnr rn! .  nrc

T. .. . -n St \lchnel s.B.lchqofh Clile
11 51 Sa! ouf \ Churl nl

Ir.,. : .i .' rlc hr\ had lo lel trs.dl.lhc
j i r r . , .1, i : ) "useddowrhcE.Thcftser
(  :  . .  :Lh. l r r re\rs. ' r .kBtucewel l .$ l ro

.  :  L \ .  o r iD! h$dhel ls. lhotr lh C v.
' )tr nru.h he erjoled rirgiis thc\c

. . \.irtrer ol rhcsc tuo c\ rnrgeA
r !\h th.v rcrc nccded nrCoqdenl

- r rditrin! iir Lne br\ics ot b. l
l. : jir 'linned oul ro othcr nr$cs nr

; .1.]lrgnonc- and Withyhrlo. Alte.
. (rnrcrin. nnxngeJ r wccfiLy

t_ . :: SLrfher's. Hdn.rltood. onc ol
, . . . : :J,.\. urlil Rc h&l our osn bells.
Ir : ..r l.c|in! !n ele on us durn'e

) . . Llie [e\e.l otrncf of Wurslrode
\1 . i . t),.\ otr\ osrcr. Rrchxrd lliLl. nl
' : . : !r, I b..lme losl .id \tas luidcd

. . r l l ' .  Hedie. l  n lTl i ,mdnhn$iU
. - : r!\ . !.rr nr Ihc grtnt belt 1o bc

.  :  i  
- . l  n thc monnng xdd 3 o c lo.k in

I . : lfD Michrelnas ro i-!dldx) lnr

-  -  . . rnred orr .  a lhci tonl t  once r ln) .
- .  .  . '  r :nL.&]dNrcccnt l ) rsbr l t reqnrh.

- I (rr) \rq l'cl.r Romne!. KCACR
B. : . nn (hn.nor. mf his le. .$cr

.lr ncrt collerred bt whit..hapel
lr _. tr{ church h.lls stfitpcd onlo lhe

,i.i on.t i\ quire n nre !ghr, .ld
: .': rl \Ve drd nol gel fund ne U.nr the

L .., c'rd,ls ei$cr htrr hdve ht'd t'eh
r_ . ( .\r l-.rgnsson Chxriuble liusl.1r'.
\1. Ln lhc Brron Bell jiu\1. drc
ra . . .i Oten Ch(rc|.\ Ttu\l rnd Lire
\ :r. .. \L\.. by klnd Frnrn\nuol Ms JilL

.r,.n dl.I,Ianor Crrder i.t op.n on.
\.. inNr rn .lune od bc|aLf of lhe bcll

:.. xl \l.f! ringcN at.ndd Lhise\erl

- i rr n! ago tll \\aller Dobbic s lubi
l':. . 1..i I'cxl \a\can lr Wdhcf Dobbie 1o
.: :  :  :  Qreei  \  S lvcr Jrbi l .e in 1977. H.
,... .- , r..!.h.r finr rnne ml ids nvohcd

. . .r.r \rhool club\. wirh a Lot of hclp
' : \lrn.hrldr.n. hc ca{ si\ mini bells.

1.: : . !h ig rppbxnnalell ll /r lbt I hc
r. . ::: rr!i! in n mild sleel i,rnic rnd had
fr'. .r..r.Lllr nrde br_ I'clcr \lirr.hin. Fund\

:::i . .i ..!l b! hlving m excellenl ! otrcr
l rr . . :i\. rhu(h. \rlrh.ll nr. ldanecnrcnl\
r..r ' : .. bill rlreme, rogclhcf \!ith nn nrl
.\!:,r r,.l \ rl rnlonnts hare been collect.d
nr:i \. .. ii -. Jrtnrnnrs and whist dri!.t. and
\. r I : hrf ilne \ery gene
!\ii ri\ rrn!nlA .an. to sry nolhin! ol de
\ !L ' :  n, t  nL rr , lor .  by Peler Rome\ rnd orhcr
$.n]l].i ' , ! Lli. KCAC|. l'>cl.r q o*cd lldrgsrde
\\hre.hrllr Br l.nndr_a b re buil.l the lid)e
$dni  .  hxn-!  rh.bf l ls .uvnrg ur.  hue. amounl

( htirl . 5t Mort vtptnl.n(,( t)vrltr, K."l

ol rtr!rer. A\ LyliF,l|. i$r. snsbuilt iii tuch !
sil .\ ro ryoid tou.hnrg llt \\!( Na ] II!.1 n
{lonc ni ringnrg $ould tor hc Fr\\ible. Dtre lo
rhi\ LLe ilrudur n.cds to lt monilodl n' ...
rciis rnn.. dil r nging hrs l! be ,cstrdcd n)

mn.d p.n(x( only Cenxi.ly sc h!\t Dol been
lNcn rhe go rhell rri rlne pcrl\ (ml lltxl de
Co\d.r  bandrr .  unlo th i \  qur le te l l l .'lh. tnrL nns nr)k tLG on lolh Jul! {hcn
sc\crri l(trrclr\ol BobNlinor\rcrt rung Dtrnn!
thrs u.Nrulc enr\ u.rc tken br_ dF la\-r
.n! nccr Thcs. \ccmef 10 s.lisft lhc slrrctunl
.ngneerud xr.hnect rhiiall wa\$.11.or leasl
A sell i\ c.uld hr.xp..lcd rD$ llul lhc nnmc
hrd k(.n l !cr.d Dc\pite beiry i eround door
ftrg. $nli I n.dnnn 1o lore dtdn and r lilLl€
mo\eDe!r. rhe btll\ h.ndlcvcrf tre]l.

L nlin nrnatciy $c Ncr unable lo rin.! lh. b.Ll\,
!r hld b..n hoNd. ld our Nlillcnninm Slreel
Pnnl on 2.lrh Jue, bur drl scrc nng lnr lle
l'rlro.a l-csr !il. shcn the churl becarn. 700
ycaN ol.l lnd x \tc.inl Sonls of Pmis. service
wls held d celebfulntr. Thc church looked xt
rrgdnccir as il dld dl lhe lrDe ol llE af.rc
mcnrion.d floscr Fc\li!al in Julf. Sinccihcnrh.
hcllshavelEn urg lor $eekly frenccs ard lwo

On .Sunddy 2.llh ScFcmber Lhe chur.h r.wcr
$d b.lls $cr. !cdedi.lled b) rlrc Archd.rcon ol
Hordru, Ille Ve.erabc \villiaDr Fllby. llre
servicc $a\ an clcnllul one. hrvnE to rn.Lndc
IIdNc\r Fe(iv!I. &e dedicilion of ! .reN)rinl

pluque. lhe rdnii$ior of a ncw chur.hwaklen n\
$eU is rhc rllcdi.Jlbn. The Arthleacon s.s stuU
on .rlchcs tullo{nrg r bnd iaLL. xfd strangcll
cnough lhe.llurcb$il!1cn lor HammcNood $ho
wns xftrilrcd$ drc \.nicc sr\ alsoon crukhesl
Oncc lhc rrcblc rct. hld beei h.nd.d lo Hilary
(tuhcr rho Lhe lbwd Citmin n lhis ca\e,
becnuse Hilrr! hx\ rvo*cd so hdri snrce 199610
ger nr f,oic.r undcN!!). rhe Nw cowden baid
rne nrds $hile lhe Atuhrleicor and Rcctot
nrde den w.t bicl ro thc chdncel. we qere

Fxaiculany proud ol ouftelves !s *e dl nadiSed
ro scl oubells when lhe slnNi Sntd $rs hcard
(yes. shotrl. bcc.usc ai lh. nrom.nl thert rs no
qnd ln alionll Atler the \enr(e lne btll
ringcN irrvitcd dre congrgalion lor . ellss of
$ine nnd lhen rine rga n for a short tiinc bcLre
lowe e tlr. hcils Thc Archdexcon w.s
c\n.nrcly nicnd\ d ourgoing rnd sNk. ro us
rlthcend01 lheservice.raynrgho$ imprc$.dhc
wtr\ lhrl $elfd.ll;ctonrbclh rl lhc lppol)nxle
rine. Wc aughcd a.d tnd hnn rhrlhe{asnorrhe
only one $ho $r\ nnpFssed, as q. wcrc alLrcry
nervotrs rbour rhl\ and.ould ru believe Lhal re

HILARY tsAVEY
CAIIOLINE LEVY COOPFR

Collection of Principles,
3rd edition

Princlplo\nreN\srbl! the uosl varcd grout.t
methofs The plai'r coursc; of all mcthods an
di\idcd idrlr cqudj |In\ crllcd lctd\ md the bells
ar . lh.r hunl b.U\ or $o ing brlls. E@h ot lhc
huntbells does lhe slne \ror[ ]n c!cr-! lcldandrll
rlF wori,ii.! b.lh do thc \xmc work nr dre p]!rn
.ourrc (hc nork oi lhc mcrhod). hiiciples lre
nrdhod\ rnh no hrnt brus \o ill tlr. lrlh !f.
ro nrg bells d tlll do llt norfi of thc nrcthN].
Tbe principcslvh ch hrvc b.cn rurg lhelcnglhof
ftcir clds !a cs consmernbl! l lwo cha.ee;
torign ll ro.1l .lrnees (l\it Nlajot viih coflt\
pondi..! variclt in lh. conrdcrily 01 then blue
linc\ Onc pinoplc even hrs nn odd .lmber ot

'Il]e Collccrion of Prin.ipLc\ conlrnrs lJmosll
ill prin.iplc\ tun! al Nli.or xnd higher \nges
(l)nx \4a\nnr\nrngFcentlyinspliccdui I harc
1o *xil lu rlF ,llh .dir.nl) Th. icN cditnm
reraifs rtu carlcr turmal lbr cach FDciple ol !
dirsram..rlLc{ cxranl composnnr rtrne lo i peal
(e\lent lnr \rnDn. derails of li'st p.rlonn$cc tn
einr Ffodnafc.\ il thc comB\ittuns trsed lnr
lhc carlicn pcionnmte\ !r ool krosn). lhe
comprthensile ifule\ iicludet cnti.s rnr namc\,

Ncw ff ncitlcs !rc run! rlrequenlly lnd lleR
hdvc onll b€en l5 complerelyie$ priicrtles rune
nr rhe pasr ren reds. Il fou rrc L.oliing inr
io eih!.g dlficrcnr10 ring rh.n this Collecrnm is
an.\ccl  cnt tLaccbstxrt .

Avrihble pice 13, posr ficc, cash Nnh ofdcr
liom CCl h i.alions, NIN B. Wheelcr. lli
Banksidc, Nioryelh. NE6 ! | XD lcheques FJ'able
r0cc Pubhcllions). TONYSMITII
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PHOIOGRAPHS
lfyou are iend nq phoioqraphsio lhe R/rg,rg
world pease enture thar you qhuy wrte in
blo.k .apiiak your nan. and addrer on th€
b..k ot  ea.h pr nt . lh s w l la$L
track olihe pholoqraphs and irotlrningthem
io yoL where thir has been r€quened


