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Brasted project comes of age byFrankLewis
Br.stedis in the no.th wett @rnerof (ent,
about 4 milesfrom the borderwith su(ey,
and about a quarter of a mib outride the
M25.We havethree pubr an oft lkenceand
.bout 30 antiqu€srhops - oh, and until
recentlyan anticlckwisering ofrix,
W€ donl know precisely
when belb were
lnn inrtalledat 5t. Martin! but there was
probably.healyfour,with a teno.of.bout a
ton, by a.ound 1580,The frame holdingthe
backfour of the six dater ftom this rort ot
time. lt't jun poesible
that the bellt mayhave
been hung r.ther lower in the towe. than
they.re now- in fact abootwherethe dock
i5now.lf one examines
the north fac€ofthe
tower one .an ree that the.e .re at leait two
nageeof building,.nd it could be th.t the
heighi of ihe tower wat r.ired eme time in
the l6thor lTthcenturi€r,andthe belhraised
to wher€they are now In 1730the old fo(]f
w€rerecastby Rkhad PhelF ol white<h.pel
.nd two new belli .dded. Ihe frahe was
extendedto <arrythe enra bellt althoughit
lookr ar though someol the "n€w" timb€6
add€d at that time werc in fact s€(ondh.nd,
eincetheyehowsignsof p.evious$e. In 1764
the tenor was again r*att, thir tihe by
Thohat Janawayol London.Finallyin 1881
theold sil wasrc.an byGillett,Bland& Co.ol
Croydon.Thitlin wasonly in exitten(efor a
few yeaR,and we ve ai yet beenunableto
trac€anyother(oftpl€teringrbythem,
In 1932the bellt w€re retuned,rehlng on
ball bearin$ and fitted with new clappeRby
MeaR& Stainbank.
In 1957and againin 1989
the clapp€Bwere rcpaned.At pan of the
1989work all the whe€h,which wefe over
1lI) yeareold and startingto fall.p.n.t the
rlight8t provocation, were replaced.
Althoushwhitdhapel did the rcbu5hingand
madethe n€w wheeh,alllocalsitewort wae
catriedout by the .ingeu them3elvB.
In November1989fire d6t.oyed all but the
walk of the <hoirand nave,but w€ wer€v€ry
fortunal€that the llamet did not reachthe
tower and the belk wereunhamed.lt was a
very memorableo<casion
when we r.ng out
on the day.lter the blaze,with the odd witpi
of imoke still showing,and with the a.rid
tmellof burnttimbe.all around.
By early 2003 the old six we.e getting
difficult to handle,.nd thev weren't that
melodiout €ither. They had been arcund for
over 120 r€al. and then fittings had be€n in

Some of the bells on Durtnell s lo.ty outtide the .hur.h
(the wo on the left arc the hew trcble ahd se.ond)
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lhe otd (1580)frane in the foregrcund with tehor' seventh,third an.] fau'thl
the fifth isjun vitibte in iE brcnd hew steeltrane above
u5efor over70 yeaBIhe bellswe fe!t,should t a l k o n r i n g i n g , . a k e s t a l k ,s p o n to r e dn n g i n 9 ,
yel butemeihinq had a barbecu€and petsonaldonat ons) or In the
beOKfor quitea \,Vnlle
the
fittinqt which really form of promises.Allvery en(our.g.9 stlri.
about
to be done
were past their sellby date and needed but rtilla lonq way ofi the tafqer
An 6rticle in the Chrktma5ed iion ofthe RW
repla.inq-lf eme repanwork was not oone
fairlys@nthebelhwouldget mo.eand more for 2004 (page51224/9)givesan mDresnonor
diffkultto rinq (theteachinsof beginneuwas our next big fundrai5ing eiiort, a country
easyaswe wolld haveliked)and oarden fair which raised ovef fs000 n one
akeadynotas
it couldbe that all .inqinq miqht eventually ;fternoon. This war fo owed a rew weeks
We couldlivewith the ancient later by a very suc.e$lu 5 e.l auc( on, where
haveto cease.
how to buildbellfbms in an atrendance of lnd€r 100 tok bouqht
kn€w
frame-they
thosedays,althoughit now wouldneedextra goodies to the value of neany 44000 one
thinq we hadn't ioreteen wat ihe knock on
tierodsto makeit nore riqidAt the sametim€, and thB was the reallv effect of the evenis Ar s nq from these, two
excitinqbit. we decidedto add two new berh m o r e p e o p l e . a m el o e a r d w t h th e o ffe r o fa
to qivtst. ManinSa full octavefor the fnst bel . As we wefe on y add ng t\!o new onet
tim;. After all. we oriqinallyhad had four the 5e.ondoffer had io be divertedtothe new
bellt and sixfrom 1730,sowe flguredit must i.ades, which was an entney satisfactory
be time to acquirea .ealeiqht in 2003Whrle soluuon. Many. many ind viduah oi 9reateror
we were on this spendifsspreewe decided le$er meansgave us do.atl
that we miqht aswell qo the whole hog and reallygratefullo them all. The ae.iralCountrl
retunetheold sir loo. Howeveinew bellsand Bell Renoration Fund made ut a q.ant, at dlo
Addtothis liftie lot
fittinqsdon't.ome spe.iallych€apl,and the the ColverFeroussonTrust.
full c;tt of th€ operationwa5 likely to be the p;it on Chrirtmascrd salesat f1oo0 dnd
cke 5tallsat!1200. andwe?e in businets

Bv now it seemed to be downhill all the
So where did all the moneycome nom?
(cAcR,
providing
wa;
except that the campaisn chairman
addition
to
in
well, the
trainingfor rinqertinKent,hasaveryhealthv spent a few months carefully tending a
bell resiorationfund and aqreedto makea spreadsheetand watching the expenditure
qrantofsone f4000towardstheprojed But n€€ded and the <ash available qentlv
the Ase<iatio.doesnl only helpfinanciallv- converging. The order was placed. the
it hasa verykeer lroup of volunteets(onea installationof the 5teelworkto.arrythe new
Brasted.inqed who helpthe bellfoundrvby framet was orqanised,and all we had to do
takno the bells out ol the tower and by waswaitforth; jobsto bes.heduled some of
early
a$istinqthefoundry'snaft with the aeeemblv the loGh dismantled all the fittinqs in gang
The Ringing wo d
of the;ew innallalion.Thiswould probablv Februarythk year and the KCACRBRF
ourtnellt,a localbuildinq turned up the following week to take tne
is sponsorcdiointlY bY
saveusoverf6,000.
only 21 yea6 atter bells out. A party visited white.hapel in
in
1591,
founded
fkm
lohn TavlotBellfounde6Ltd
beilsfor
to
transportthe
agr€ed
Whitechapel,
LEll IAR
Louqhborough
rhe Bellfou;dry,
another f600 (lt was quite
f.ee.
savino
Tel. 01509
212241Fa x .0 1 5 02 96 3 3 0 5
involvedwith
t-hattwo companies
reassurino
enquiries@taylorbelk.co.uk
6ur work-hadbetweenthem nearlv900vea6'
http:/tulw.taylorbells.co.uk
By Eaner2003we akeadyhad
experience,)
an d
promises
offundingfrom peoplewhorangat
Bratted Indeedone reqularrinqinqvi5iloas
whitechapel Be FoundrYLtd
familyofferedto payfor one of the new beus
wh ite.hapelRoad,LondonEl1DY
and a localrinqergaveanother45.000So it
Iel. O2o72412599 Fax.02073751979
cameabout that by the middleof 2003we
oundry.co.uk
bells@white.hapelbellf
eitherinthe kittv (raised
hadiunover126,000
uk
http://vv\N.whitechapelbellfoundry.o
by variousmeans,in(ludingan open day a
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Mar.h to see the ca5tingof the new treb es,
and allejghtcahe back to Brastedin the fi6t
week in May, precededbythe newframe.
Hangingafewbellsin an ex sting irame and
adding a couple more pits to accommodate
two new belt sounds a prettv simple task:
having been what was charminglydescribedas
the "fit, able bodied a5sistance" to the
bellhangeB on the Braned proiect for iive
weeks lcan a$ure readeuthatthis a$umption
knaive in the extrem elO nl9t hapr il, t he bells
nill being at Whitechapel,the first operauon
was to lift and install the steelwork for the
newframe. we were gratefuiforthe help of a
ringerfroh a neighbouring vil.ge for part of
thisoperation, which involvedhaulinq around
half a ton of steel 60 feet up the tower.
aligning it nthe holesa readycut inthe walls
by the bullde6, and tiqhtening up some 200
very large nuts and bolt5- big boy'eMeccano,
it was dubbed by 5omewag- Justmult plyyour
old 4BA5by a facrorofaround 8 and you have
an idea ofwhat was involved.Onceallthis was
done, the buiLde6cameback and filled in the
hol* and securedthe steelsfor u5 we later
discoveredthat they'd not made an especially
good job of clearing up the chlnks ot stone
excavated from the hoes, and we are 5till
havlng the odd des.ent of rubble a5the belt
On 2nd May, work started in ear.est on
preparlng the od frame for the new fittings,
wlth twelve new slots being cut nto the
timberto housethe new bearingpiates(wete
talking about chkelling oak to a depth ot
abouta n in ch an d a bout 2 by 9lnc h$ in ar ea,
so thk is no mean feat). Everythinqhasto be
absolutey leve! in every direction, of.outse.
Wh ileth iswasg oln g on, t he40 newt er ods t o
5ecurethe frame were being installed.The5e
rods are around 5 feet long and about three'
quaneG of an lnch ln diameterand seemingy
weigh. ton apieceGlght poetic licen.e here,
but by thetime one gets totierod number 37
or so, a little atitude is permlssible).

Editorial
I hopc that you eqjoted ringidg for th€
Trafllgar amiyersary as much as I did. It
{as a gEat p.ivilegefor m€ to be ableto.ing
a qua.ter peal at St. Giles-in-the-Fields,
London oD 21st October, conducted by a
dislin8uishedretiEd Rolal Nsvy Omer Tht
band {as joined aftefuards in the belry by
lhe fomer Recior ot St. Giles,Revd. Gordon
Taylon *ho ale has strcng litrks with the
Royil Navy,to d.iDk a todt to th€ memory of
Adniral Lord Nehon. Similar sce.es nust
have laken piace in hary other tonrrs ove.
The fit able-bodieda$istance' at wotk on
the fifth (White.hapel profetsianal in
ba.kground is working on the treble)
Howeve[ despite your 5(ibe becoming a
grandfather, attending the Central Councii
m eet in g , a n d g e n e r a l l y b e i n g a p a i n t o
everyone,all was declaredOK for a tryout on
2.d lune, followed by ourf 6t I beLlpractce
the folowing evening. The dedication 12th
iune was attended by a full congregation of
parishionersand ringe6 from near and tat
and allwho took part ln the ringing on that
morninq felt that the job had been a great
euccess,
wlth both the qoand the sound ofthe
belh b e i n g a m o r e t h a n s o m e w h a t
improvement on the previousinnallation.
saying a mere "thank yo!" to all those
lnvolved with this project over the past two
and a half yea6 5e€msa bit inadeq!ate, but
thank you al the same.
The fiut quarter on the eight included
many people who'd made a subst.ntlal
contribution to the fundraising prcject.
BEsted,Kenr.2 ocl 1260G€nds€Trps: Annie
Bnok (1st o. 3) 1, Te$a Wonhinglon2 Anfid
Farc olqh 3. Erc Foughey 4, BobbieFai@ouqh 1lst
on 8 lnsid€)s, calhoine Lews {C)6 AnthonyL€ev6
7, FrankLews 3. Fnsiqualteron the n€wlyaugmented
3. Weddingcofiplmenllo DavidArnoldand Nicola
Mlrk n. daught€rol Paldciaand molhs oJ E a, bolh
Brasteddng*. Thebandwoulda so I ko10a$ociale
lhe dngng w lh Bob Shenock,€t redTowerCaftain
By the way, for th6e interened in such
thlnqt the tenor now weighs in at a rather
5limmer9'22 and its note is G flat (f!llerdetaik
on the KCACRwebsite kcacrorg.uk).And, yes,
we?e still widdeEhinsand proud of it.

Detailso{ The Bells

The cakestallshownq mast ol the pradu.e
Evertually mo5t,but by no meansall, ofthe
preparatory work was done, and the bells
returned from whitechape on 9th May.
Lifting them !p to the belchamber was a
fairlydow process,qovernedto a 9reat ext-ant
by the amount of room there wa5 to
manoeuvreeach bellonce it reachedthe top.
For innan.e five and six, being in the new
frames, had to be shoehorned into position
before completion of thelr frames could
beqln. Ihe .ex1 couple of weeks were 5pent
hansing the belk and allsnins bearingsetc
this hadto be done in conjunctionwith irame
tighteninq using the new tierods, which
causeda few heada.hesat times. Then came
allthose unexcting but essentialnicetieslike
pulleyr staysand dide6, which help to make
ringlnq so much easiei but do take a devilof

l03l

Bell

Weight

Treble
2
3
4
5
6
7
Tenor

4-0-1
+ 011
,l-020
+3-24
5-2-11
6010
7 311
92' 2

G tat
F
Etlat
D flat
ctlat
B fl at
A fl at
Gfl at

As Richard OlTenh repo.t on the back
page shoss, lhe respons to the call for
Trafalgar ringing ha ben tnly impressivc.
We hop€ to inclnde n6t of th€ .inging
repo.rs asociat€d with the eyent in a sp$iil
is$c on 25lh Noienber - so pleasedo not
delay sendingthem in to us. If tou ratrg to
comm€morate th. cvent, then we {ani lo
hear lbout it - peals,quarte.s or mDds &
ciu chmges. Our thrnks go to Rich&d for
his ene.gl ald entbNiam in c@.dinaling
ringing atrd proeidinga valuablelink s h
thc oft.i.l celebmtionscomnittce.
Wc $ould be inteBt€d to ste pres ottings
coDceniry the TEralgar 200 Ringing - both
local and national. Plee send cultiDgs to
'TnnFAx' c/o The Ringing Wo.ld olic€.
Judilh Rogers,Chaiman of the Centrrl
CoDcil's Public RelationsComitte, {ould
be pleded to hare details of radio and
Ty coverdge. You on email th* to her
or
,t jodith@stanfo.dlincsl3.d€mon..o.trk
{rite to her at $tlland Housc, 5 GloYer
Hr.borough,
Courl, \tiddlefon, \{dk.t
LEr6 8r'Q.

FirstPealCongratulations
Alexandra J. Ma.chbanh, Alasiair E.
Maclachlan, Hugh J.W-.Wilunson, Emma L.
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